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Meet Carol

Carol started her career photographing radical sports 
like surfing. After she got married, the way she looked 
at wedding photography completely changed. It 
was such a special day in her life that she realized, 
what could be more special than photographing 
people in love, on one of the happiest days of their 
lives? And just like in surf photography, weddings 
are unpredictable, you don’t know exactly how 
everything will go and she loved that adrenaline rush 
of responsibility. Carol has been published in Martha 
Stewart Weddings, Green Wedding Shoes, and many 
more!

Meet Kelley

As the granddaughter of a wedding photographer, 
Kelley developed a love of photography at an early 
age. She grew up photographing friends, family, and 
even pets on old film cameras. It wasn’t until she 
moved to California in 2015 that she decided to leave 
her corporate job and pursue wedding photography 
full time. She credits the relationships built from styled 
shoots and getting published as the foundation of 
her business. Kelley had been published in The Knot, 
Wedding Chicks, and many more! 

We teamed up to create this guide to help you get published! There are so many 
benefits to getting your work featured in wedding blogs and magazines. We truly 
believe that getting published is a free marketing tool that can grow your business 
and help more couples find you on instagram, pinterest, and google. Submitting your 
work for publication is not as hard as you might think. Review this guide before you 
submit your next project and let us know how it goes! 

Welcome!
Study the blogs and publications you want to get published in, start with your 
favorite ones. What inspires you about them? Pay attention to the types of images 
they post, the details the love to share, and the photographers they like to feature. 
You should have a list of your top favorite blogs that you know really well.

Tip #1: Study the blogs

This is the time to be very critical of your work. Generally, blogs have a certain style 
of photography that they like to publish. Junebug Weddings tends to lean toward 
warmer “dark and moody” style of photography. Style Me Pretty tends to love soft 
pastel “light and airy” style of photography. How would you describe your work? 
If you’re not sure, poll your followers on instagram. Ask them to describe your 
photography in 3 words and see what they say! 

Tip #2: Study your work
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Tip #3: Curate your submission
If you are submitting a real wedding, you will need to narrow down your typical 800-
1000 images to around 150-200 images. For styled shoots editors like around 100-
150 images. 

The key in narrowing down your images is to focus on the DETAILS. We can’t say this 
enough, publications are meant to be inspiration to couples. They are always on the 
lookout for new and creative design. It’s through the use of details and decorations 
that makes a submission “publishable”, 70-80% of your submission should be detail 
photos, without any people, then the remaining 20-30% can have shots of your 
couple, guests, bridal party, etc.  

Also, due to the nature of scrolling on our phones, all online publications prefer 
vertical images. If you’re ever in doubt provide them with both horizontal and vertical 
shots of key details. 

Tip #4: Create the story
For every submission you have to include a write up to the editors. When it’s a styled 
shoot ask yourself; What was your inspiration? How did you pick the elements like 
the dress, hair, and makeup? When it’s a real wedding focus on the couple; What 
were some important details to them? What made them pick the venue or their 
wedding colors? Go back to tip #1 and see what your favorite blogs write. Try to use 
their same tone and voice when you are working on your submission.  

Tip #5: Consider the date, season, and holiday
When you are submitting, especially if it’s a styled shoot you are planning, it’s 
important to consider the date of any special holidays and seasons (Valentine’s day, 
Thanksgiving, Halloween, 4th of July, Christmas, etc.). Blogs love this content, but 
they have a certain number of spots to fill for each of these dates, so you have to 
submit at the right time. We suggest submitting about a month or two in advance of 
the holiday. 

Tip #6: Don’t be afraid of rejection
We’ve both been rejected many times! Especially by blogs that have accepted us in 
the past. A rejection usually comes with a note about why it was not accepted. Use 
that information to grow and improve your submission for the next time.  



So here’s what you do...
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When you’re ready to submit, go onto your favorite blogs website and typically at the 
top or bottom of the page there is a “submission”  button, that’s where you fill in all 
the vendor information, link to your images, include your write-up and submit your 
work! Editors don’t like to make changes and you don’t want to leave anyone out, so 
please be sure to include all of the people that made the shoot or wedding possible.

Why does all this matter?
Getting published can truly grow your business, look at it as a marketing strategy. 
Blogs will pin your work and share it on instagram, so it gets seen by their entire 
audience. Not only that, all the vendors you worked with are happy and will 
recommend you over and over again. 

But remember, sometimes a submission that you love will just not align with the 
editors and it won’t get picked up for publication, that’s okay! Keep creating work 
you love and keep trying!



Carol Oliva: carol@carololiva.com

Kelley Williams: hello@kelleywphotos.com

Thank you so much for taking the time to read our guide. We also offer 
mentor sessions if you ever have any questions. 

Feel free to send us an email and let’s chat!

xoxo,
Carol & Kelley 
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